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7 Naruto Kintoki sweet potato and Naruto Wakame Seaweed

are famous souvenirs from Tokushima. Actually, they are
recognized all over Japan as special products of Tokushima.

But today I really want to show you less well-known
product. I'll give you three hints. First, this product is
from a mountain area in Tokushima. Second, we can see
them naturally. Third, we may not think that they re
important and valuable. Can you guess what it is?

Have you ever been to a traditional Japanese food
restaurant”? I ve only been to one with my family once. At
the restaurant, I saw a leaf on my dish. I didn’ t know what
to do, so I asked to my father. “Can I eat it?” My father
answered “No.” He said, “You can enjoy seeing it.”

In elegant Japanese restaurants, we often see decorations
with leaves on the dish. For example, we can see a branch
of a peach tree, a bamboo leaf, a maple leaf, and so on. We
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don’ t eat them, but through their presence we can feel the
change of the seasons. When we see these leaves, we can
feel things such as an early spring and a late fall.

We feel seasons in Tokushima easily, but some people in big
cities have few chances to feel them. And collecting leaves is
difficult there. So many restaurants in big cities want many
kinds of leaves.

A company in Kamikatsu-town is very famous for Happa
Business now. Have you ever heard about this “Happa
Business’? Many old people in Kamikatsu-town are working
in this business. They use computers to know what kinds of
leaves are needed. They collect and send them every day.

They became very famous because they were introduced in
the movie “/ts a Beautiful Life -IRODORI-" Trodori means
color scheme in English, but I like this Japanese word very
much. I m very proud of this product.

Thank you for listening.
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