History of

“Awa Ningyo Joruri”
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Story of

Princess Joruri
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A love story of a beautiful girl "Princess Jorur” and
“Ushiwakaman" became very popular in the 16 century.
With this background, the word “Jorurl” became
ancther name of Japanese story-telling music in
which Tayuu tells a story with Shamisen.
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Combination

with Shamisen
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Origin of
Ningyo Joruri
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Since Shamisen was imported from Ryukyu in the
16th cantury, various improvements have been made
far the musical instrument to be able to express a wide
range of emotions and tones. Then, it was established
as an accompaniment instrument of narrative music,
replacing "Ogibyoshi”, beating sound made by hitting
a fan, or “Biwa”, a Japanese old instrument, which had
been used previously.
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Shrine parishioners who were called “Ebisukaki®
belenging to Nishinomiya Shrine, which is the center
of faith in Ebisu God, in Nishinomiya City, Hyogo
Prefecture, manipulated a doll of Ebisu to fish red
snapper to spread their belief around the country.
Beitween 1596 and 1614, "Ebisukaki and "“Joruri™ were
combined to express the charm of beautiful literary
works.
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Performance

in Awa
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Flantation of
Awea indigo
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Shortly after Ningyo Joruri was established, Awajishima Izsland was
included in Awa (old name of Tokushima) in 1615. Lord Hachisuka
of Awa gave permission to puppet troupes of Awalishima Island to
porform around Japan. In addition, in Awa, Indige merchants,
who acquired enormous wealth through cultivating and trading
indigo, frequently Invited puppet troupes from Awajishima
Island, So, Ningyo Joruri of Awa and Awajishima Island has
developed greatly.Furthermors, in the southern part of Awa,

at rural puppet stages of shrines, Ningyojeruri plays have
been dedicated to God in spring and autumn festivals,
A EAEEERARET LU MR 16 1540, SR A SO s
LT, EREE. AR L. RO A R EE AR SRR
SAdLE, i RO BERSL. MAONE SR LA
HO A BRI T iR T s b, R, R AR
A A REELELL, 512, RSIETRE, 3O o R

T, BERRTHRI AR R A i S s LB L,

Grad uatii:jns of
indigo-dyed:color

Cruising in the
Yoshinogawa River
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Whan we rode the cruising boat, the wind felt
very pleasant. Looking at the city from the
river allowed us to experience a differant way
of seeing Tokushima.
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Yoshinogawa River blessed

with abundant nature
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Threughout history, Tokushima has prospered
thanks to the Yoshinogawa River, which has brought

good soll for indigo and other agricultural products
to grow. Especially, indige needs a lot of nutrition in
order ta increasa the thickness and size of leaves.



