@Legendary spring, Mizunomi Daishi
(EERDZBE K. KEKXEM)

This 1s a spring on the mountain path to
Kakurinji. Legend says that when Kukai
came here, he was thirsty so he hit the
ground with his staff and drank the water
that came up, so this spring is called
Mizunomi Daishi or “Daishi who drank
water.”
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Shikoku.

@Viewpoint (Esit)

This is a viewpoint on the way to Kakurinji.
It overlooks the Naka River and you can
see Temple no. 21, Tairyuji
on top of the mountain in
the distance.
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The Pilgrimage Route (&)
This beautiful, old stone path leads up to
Kakurinji.

Thanks to the actions of the local people,
there is no garbage.
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@Super

convenient
Choseki

(BENBTH)

On the path to
Kakurinji, there are
11 stone distance
markers called choseki,
which are about 100
meters apart. Each
1s about 100 cm. tall.
The distance to next
temple is written on
each one and they
act as a guide to the
temple.

% Choseki (stone distance markers) T4
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OPilgrim grave (B%=)

There are many mandarin orange groves and pilgrim graves
scattered along the route.

In the past many people who tried the pilgrimage died
during their trip.

Some graves are from the Edo Period (1603-1867) when
pilgrims risked their life to make the journey around
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@The ruins of a Tsuyado
free place to spend the night
(TB'BRI0MDBR )
This is where a free place for pilgrims to stay,

called a tsuyado, was located. It is located near
the fifth stone distance marker (choseki).

¥Tsuyado (The ruins of a free place to stay) @R
¥ Fifth choseki (fifth stone distance marker) A J &
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@Origin of Kakurinji B#EDHR)

When Kukai trained at Kakurinji, he saw a male
and a female crane swoop down in turns to protect

a small golden statue of Jizo Bosatsu in a big tree.

Kukai was amazed by their action and built this
temple.

¥%Jizo Bosatsu HhEiEiE
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Designated National
Historic Site Area
(BSLEFEERTIV7)

Kukai/Kobo Daishi (22i&8/3LEXEN)

Kukai, also called Kobo Daishi, (774-835) is a Buddhist
monk from the Heian Period (794-1185). He is the founder
of Shingon Buddhism, one of the major schools of
Buddhism. He studied in China and built Kongobuji
Temple on Mt. Koya in Wakayama Prefecture. He is also
one of the three most famous calligraphers in Japanese

history.
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@Dohyo (&2

Mohei Nakatsukasa built this signpost about 100
years ago.

An engraved thumb on the post shows the direction
to the next temple.

*Mohei Nakatsukasa (1845-1922) walked the pilgrimage 280 times.
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Modern Signpost

(REDER)
There are stickers written
in English and others with
directional symbols on the
utility pole. They have
been put there to help
travelers.
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