at Kakurinji (temple no:20)
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Nanboku-cho period (about 700 years ago)

@Three-story
pagoda (Z&1%)

This i1s the three-story
pagoda of Kakurinji and
it was built about 200
years ago. The structure
of each floor is different.
The expression of the
ogre supporting the roof is
interesting. This three-story
pagoda, the only one in
Tokushima, has been designated
as a tangible cultural property
of Tokushima prefecture.
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Guardian statue - Agyo

(mouth open)
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(DNiomon temple gate (ZEP9)

This is the front gate of Kakurinji. It is
located on the eastern edge of the temple
grounds and was built about 100 years ago.
On both sides are wooden statues of
cranes and scary-looking guardians
called Nio.

#%Nio (Guardian statues)
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(@Main hall (#2)

The main hall has been designated
as a tangible cultural property of
Katsuura town.
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* Awa Student Cultural Ambassadors are junior high school students who promote
Tokushima culture around Japan and the world. Some former ambassadors, who are
now in high school, offer support by also participating in these activities.
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A  The temple we visited and the pilgrimage path were very nice places.
I am grateful to those whocarefully organized this event. Thank you.
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B : From this wonderful activity I hope that many more junior high
school students will learn about internationalization in the future.
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C : This is a very good and meaningful activity, but because my
Japanese is not very good it was difficutlt to talk in Japanese
with the Awa Student Cultural Ambassadors. I will try my to
best to study Japanese more.
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D : The junior high school students taught me how to worship at a
temple, so I could learn things that I did not know before.
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http://caravantai.blogspot.jp/
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Reference website (&ZH1h)

http://www.canadahenro.com/
http://www.shikokuhenrotrail.com/
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* Awa is another name for Tokushima. (FIRIFEEDRIFFCY)

Aboeut: the) Shikokul
Rilgrimage Route and

the eighty-eight/sacred sites;
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Introduction

Shikoku pilgrims visit many sacred places related to Kukai/
Kobo Daishi (774-835) in the four prefectures of Shikoku-Tokushima,
Kochi, Ehime, and Kagawa. The total distance is about
1,400kilometers and it is believed that this pilgrimage
route began when monks decided to visit the places that
Kukai had trained at about 1200 years ago. The present
route to the eighty-eight sacred places became fixed around
the 17th century.

Today, many people participate in this pilgrimage for a
variety of reasons and the local people in Shikoku, who
support this pilgrimage, give pilgrims small gifts

called "osettai" because the people believe that

by doing so they are not only giving to the

pilgrim, but also to Buddha as well.
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Interesting things to/see
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FE20BFLPFEEMZF (Temple no.20, Kakurinji)

Kakurinji is a mountain temple in Ikuna,
Katsuura-town 490m above sea level.

Along the path to the temple are stone signposts
called choseki, which are from the Nanboku-cho

period about 700 years ago. This shows just old
long pilgrims have been traveling here.

Guardian statue - Ungyo
(mouth closed)
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This is a lantern in front of
the main hall. It is one of
Japan's traditional outdoor
lighting fixtures.
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(®O01d clock bell tower
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This is the bell of Kakurinji. All

temples have one. We ring it when

we worship at a temple. It also

tells us the time, removes bad

luck, and brings us good luck.
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(0The main deity (£%)

The main deity is a statue of Jizo Bosatsu,
the guardian of children. This statue has
been registered as an important cultural
property of Japan. It was carved out of a
whole tree and inside it is the legendary
small statue of Buddha.
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#¢the main diety is the temple's primary Buddhist statue
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